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Hundreds of pupils were involved in 17 events at 13 venues across 
Norwich as part of Gather19, our end-of-year creative arts festival

Gala Night was a fantastic evening of entertainment, showcasing some of the best dance, drama and 
music acts from the year in front of an audience of over 500. 



Gather19

A level and GCSE pieces by our pupils 
were on show at the Norwich School Art 
and Design Exhibtion in the Undercroft 
Gallery (above). This was followed by The 
Norfolk Schools Art Exhibition, showcasing 
work by pupils from eighteen local schools 
(left).

The Fourth Form transformed the Blake Studio with their version of Peter Pan.

L6 pupil, Billy White, wrote and performed 
the play, Blackjack, with fellow L6 pupil 
Josh Gray.

A new female version of the classic   
play, Woyzeck, was performed by our 
drama scholars in the Reynolds Library.

Here is a taste of just some of the fantastic events which took place in 
the final three weeks of term as part of Gather19.

 Audiences enjoyed Romeo and Juliet in Norwich Cathedral Cloisters.



Gather19

Pupils performed music and dance at 
the Royal Norfolk Show.

Lower 4 presented a summation of their 
work this year in Playful Plays.

The Choral Vigil in 
Norwich Cathedral was an 
atmospheric service at the 

end of term.

The first Writers Festival was held as part of this 
year’s Gather. Creative writing and poetry from the 
year was on show in the school’s Crypt Gallery. 
Various workshops took place including a session 
recording songs written by pupils themselves in the 
school’s new recording studio (pictured right). The 
Festival culminated in an evening performance at 
the United Reformed Church. 

The Fashion Show at 
Norwich Open raised 
money for the charity 
Changing Faces.



There were some fantastic results in this year’s Cambridge Chemistry 
Challenge, with two pupils collecting Gold, five receiving Silver and 
19 achieving Copper awards. Ranya Kumar received a Roentgenium 
award, meaning she was one of the top 54 pupils in the country.  

School Life

We said goodbye to our Upper Sixth with a memorable Leavers Day. This 
was followed by a leavers breakfast, final assembly and celebratory drinks 
on the Upper Close on the final day of the school year. This year’s prefects 
handed over to their successors with the annual changing of the gowns 
outside the Cathedral. 

Upper 4 met for an annual Carnegie book 
award shadowing event. The Carnegie 
Children’s Book Awards are the UK’s 
oldest and most prestigious children’s 
book awards, judged solely by librarians. 
The Shadowing project is an opportunity 
for school children to take part in the 
awards, by shadowing the judging 
process and reviewing each shortlisted 
book.

Pupils took part in Bronze, Silver and 
Gold Duke of Edinburgh expeditions.



Outreach

Over 700 pupils from schools across the county gathered 
in Norwich Cathedral for the annual Norfolk Children’s 
Book Festival hosted by Norwich School to hear from 
poets and authors and take part in interactive workshops.

The school has been working with charitable organisation, 
Dying Matters, in a creative writing project brought about 
by the Lord Lieutenant’s Palliative Care Forum. Dying 
Matters is a coalition of organisations which aims to 
help people talk more openly about dying, death and 
bereavement. Pupils were tasked with responding to the 
phrase ‘I wish we’d spoken earlier...’ , using any form of 
creative writing. Below is one of the poems, written by a 
pupil and read at the Dying Matters regional conference.

Children and young adults with a disability joined forces 
with Norwich School pupils to complete challenges in 
pairs, with the support of Able2B staff and volunteers, as 
part of a ‘Discover Your Ability’ event.

Old and young came together for 
the second Intergenerational Sports 
Day held in partnership with Friend in 
Deed. The day saw attendees aged 
from 0 to 90 years old form teams and 
take part in various sports.



Sport

In athletics, there were successes at both local and national 
events. Madison Kelly came 3rd in the 800m at the National 
Championships, in a time of 2:21. This is the fastest time ever 
run by a Norwich School girl. Izzy Mardle smashed records 
in multiple events all season breaking the national record for 
70m hurdles. She won the national title in a time of 11.22s, 
becoming the first ever Norwich School pupil to hold a national 
record. She then jumped 4.87m to secure a silver medal in the 
long jump. After wins at the City Sports, ESAA cup and Norfolk 
Championships, Ann Kalu has been selected to run the 100m at 
the prestigious English Schools Championships. 

Ten records were broken in track and field events on Sports 
Day this year. Valpy House were overall winners on the day with 
School House in second place and Brooke in third.

There were some memorable results for the school’s rowing 
teams. The 1st 8+ were winners of the Victor Ludorum at 
Ghent International Regatta and made the pre-qualifiers for 
Henley Royal Regatta 2019 in the Princess Elizabeth Cup for 
a 4th year in a row. At the National Schools Regatta, teams 
competed on the Olympic Rowing lake at Eton, Dorney. The 
J15 1st VIII did especially well taking victory by 1 length and 
smashing the course record by 5s (which has stood since 
1999) winning the Founders Cup for J15 Championship 8s.  



The 1st XI boys hockey team finished 4th at the England 
Hockey Sport T1 National Championship, narrowly missing 
out on the bronze medal. 

Sport

Norwich School claimed 
second best school overall 
at the Eastern Region 
Ski Association School 
Championships, with eight 
teams across 12 year 
groups representing the 
school.  

It was a fantastic term for girls and boys cricket with over 40 different teams playing more than 150 fixtures between 
them in the 10-week term. After winning the inaugural County Cup for their age group, the girls U15A team beat 
Wakefield Girls High School to reach the last four of the national 20 over competition.



To buy photos from this term’s events, visit the Norwich School photostore: norwichschool.shootproof.com 
Follow us on Twitter: @NorwichSchool, Facebook @NorwichSchool or Instagram: @norwich_school 

Find Old Norvicensians on Twitter: @NorwichSchoolON or Facebook @NorwichSchoolON 

News in Brief

Stacey Kurtz Campkin, Head of Aldeburgh Young 
Musicians, was welcomed to the school to adjudicate 
the Deveson Music Prize. She praised the pupils for 

their great musicianship and talent. Congratulations to 
all who took part.

Members of the school’s Chapel Choir travelled 
to Southwark Cathedral to take part in the annual 

Dyers’ Service.

Top performing Lower 5 physics pupils participated in 
the Year 9 Gifted and Talented Super Physics 2019 

Competition. There were teams from 16 regional 
schools taking part in a series of challenging practical 
investigations, theoretical calculations and scientific 

poster presentations. The team came a respectable 7th.

The Junior Summer Concert in Norwich Cathedral was 
a brilliant array of pieces and ensembles.

Our Young Enterprise teams performed well at the 
Norfolk and Suffolk Young Enterprise finals with team 

‘Iscenic’ winning the Special Award and team ‘Lux’ 
winning the Environmental Awareness Award.

Individual Achievements

• Harry Peachment and James Hill were awarded the Queen’s Scout 
Award - the highest youth award achievable in the scouting movement in 
the Commonwealth (pictured left).

• Avalon Thursby, Daisy Campbell, Jasmine So, Maisie Cruickshank 
and Megan Tusting had work shortlisted in The Norfolk Art & Design 
Competition.

• Olivier Vedrenne qualified for the British Summer Swimming 
Championships (50m,100m and 200m breaststroke and the 200m and 
400m individual medley). He will also be competing in the Swim England 
Nationals in the 400m freestyle and Lily Macdonald has secured her 
place in the English Nationals in the 200m butterfly.

• Sophie Todd’s artwork has been shortlisted for the Sir John Hurt and 
Sworders Art Prizes at the Holt Festival.

• Colette Maxwell-Preston is one of seven winners in the Norfolk Young 
Writers Competition and has been made a Young Norfolk Laureate 
(pictured left).

• Charlotte Warnes won the bronze medal in the National Trampoline 
League Series 1 competition. 

• Trixie Ellerby and Maddie Hallam competed at the Future Cheer 
Cheerleading Championships in Barcelona winning a bid to The Summit, 
one of the world’s biggest cheerleading competitions in Florida next year. 

You can find other individual achievements on the school Twitter feed.


