[image: image1.jpg]NORWICH SCHOOL




Appointment of Teacher of Chemistry and Biology

for September 2012
A suitably qualified, motivated and inspiring graduate is required to teach Chemistry and Biology from September 2012.  An ability to offer Physics at GCSE would be an advantage.

The School

Norwich School is a co-educational, independent day school of 1000 pupils aged seven to eighteen. The Head Master is a member of HMC; the Master of the Lower School is a member of IAPS.

Set in the Cathedral Close, Norwich School has a distinctive and historic environment.

Further information about the School, including the current prospectus, can be viewed at:

www.norwich-school.org.uk
Ethos

Learning and scholarship are at the heart of the broad education that Norwich School provides. Christian values, notably love and compassion for one another, underpin our activities and relationships.

Aims

Norwich School is committed to:

· producing scholarly, reflective young people who are capable of handling difficult concepts and     expressing profound thought;

· providing a rich, varied and broad education that develops the diverse talents of the boys and girls;

· equipping pupils for leadership and service.

Academic Results

Norwich School has a strong record in public examinations and a high success rate in terms of entrance to the best universities. In the summer of 2011, 26.2% A levels were at A* grade, 62.3% at A* or A grade and 86.4% at grade A* to B. Most pupils go on to the leading universities, including approximately 16 per year to Oxbridge.

A more detailed analysis of public examination results can be seen on the website.

Expectations of the Teaching Staff

There is an able and energetic team of teachers at Norwich School. All members of the teaching staff are expected to: deliver excellent academic teaching in the classroom; show commitment in their work as tutors in the pastoral system; play a full part in the extra-curricular and games programme; and attend School assemblies and services in the Cathedral.

Career Development

Norwich School provides statutory induction for NQTs and participates in the GTP.

Being ever mindful of the need for good teachers to maintain enthusiasm for their subjects and to retain their love of scholarship, the School seeks to encourage this through an imaginative scheme of reading weeks and mini-sabbaticals. These initiatives are available to all members of the Common Room, regardless of age or experience.

Norwich: A Fine City

Norwich is a lively and exciting city. Applicants unfamiliar with the region may not be aware of the wonderful cultural and social opportunities here, the delightful Norfolk countryside that surrounds the city, or the fact that London is only 1 hour and 50 minutes away by rail. Property prices are relatively affordable.

The Selection Process

A letter of application, a completed application form and curriculum vitae should be received by the Head Master by midday Wednesday 15 February 2012.

The short-listed candidates will be invited to attend an interview week beginning 20 February 2012. This will include teaching a lesson.
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Teacher of Science
The Person

The successful candidate will
· be a first-rate Science teacher with the ability to teach Chemistry and Biology to A2 level and Physics to GCSE level;
· be a dynamic and energetic person;

· command respect from pupils;

· have excellent inter-personal skills;

· be efficient;

· have stamina and resilience;

· be in tune with the ethos and mission of Norwich School.

The Role

This will involve

· pastoral care and extra-curricular activities;

· attendance of daily assemblies and services;

· teaching Chemistry and Biology to sixth form level;

· contributing to schemes of work within the Science department;

· preparing challenging and stimulating lessons with due regard to safety issues and different learning styles;

· teaching regular practical work as an intrinsic part of lessons;

· regular setting and marking of homework;

· supervision and marking of AS and A2 coursework;

· contributing to departmental discussion and development.

CHEMISTRY DEPARTMENT

The chemistry department is successful and dynamic. Under the stewardship of a new head of department, appointed in January 2010, a challenging development plan has been drawn up to move the department forward and to enhance the quality of teaching and learning. Apart from the new head of department, Derek Whatley, there are three full-time chemists, Dr Andrew Hinsley, Dr Mono Bhaduri and Miss Sarah Dempster.  There is also one part-time member of staff, Mrs Cathryn Pywell. All are very experienced. We have four new purpose-built chemistry laboratories which are equipped with interactive whiteboard technology. The laboratories are well equipped with access to a dedicated chemistry preparation room on the same floor. We have two excellent experienced full-time technicians.
 

The department provides the chemistry input to the Edexcel IGCSE Double and Triple award courses. The chemistry IGCSE course follows a common syllabus in L5 and M5 at present, with the extra material for the Triple award course being delivered in U5. In September 2012 four out of six U5 teaching sets will be following the triple award course.
 

Chemistry is one of the most popular option choices at sixth form level. Over 50 pupils in four teaching groups are following the OCR Chemistry A syllabus in lower sixth. This should increase in September 2012 to five sets at AS with over 70 students at present opting for chemistry. Usually around 75% of pupils carry on with chemistry into the upper sixth. The A2 results in 2011 showed an A*/A pass rate of  66% with 27% of the entry achieving an A* grade. Nine candidates achieved full marks on various A2 papers and five scored full marks on their coursework module. Eleven students scored an average of over 90% on their A2 modules with the overall top mark being 97%. 
The department has a good record of Oxbridge success and excellence is further encouraged through our involvement in the Chemistry Olympiad run by the RSC.

The department also provides staff and expertise for the L4/U4 science course.

Please contact Derek Whatley, Head of Chemistry for further information about the department.

  E-mail dwhatley@norwich-school.org.uk
Information regarding the Biology and Physics Departments may be viewed on the school’s website www.norwich-school.org.uk under Senior School/Departments and Curriculum/Science.
