December 2008
Dear Parents
Parents’ School-Generated E-mail Addresses
We are constantly striving to improve our communication with parents, and the widespread adoption of e-mail means that, for many, this is an increasingly reliable and useful method of keeping in contact.  Parents should have received, by post at some point this calendar year, details of a login and password for a parental school e-mail address, along with instructions on how to access the e-mail, change the password and redirect messages to another personal e-mail account.  Anyone who has not received this information, has lost it without logging on, or has had trouble with the process, should please contact our I.T. support manager, Julie Tickle, by email at jtickle@norwich-school.org.uk or by phone on 01603 728454 for assistance.
In addition to a hard copy issued to your son or daughter, this end-of-term letter has been sent to you via e-mail, and you may therefore test whether or not the system has worked for you.
Some messages, however, are sent only via e-mail.  For example, earlier this term I issued a statement about Norwich School’s educational partnership with the proposed Earlham Academy; you will shortly be sent an e-mail from the School Shop manager, Mrs Mandy Ingham, about a winter sale.
School Uniform Transition
As you will be aware, we are currently in a period of transition to a revised set of uniform regulations.  New pupils are generally in line with the new arrangements, which can be found via the School Shop page of the website.  In light of our recent experience, we have decided to extend the period during which we will make the full transition to the new uniform.  From September 2010, all pupils will be expected to comply with the new regulations.  All parents will be sent a comprehensive list of regulation uniform later in this academic year.
Current Winter Clothing Regulations (Senior School)
In the Senior School, many pupils are out of line with our regulations on outerwear, to the detriment of the School’s general appearance.  In light of this we are considering a move towards a standard school coat for September 2010.  In the meantime, I should reiterate the current rules and would appreciate your support in ensuring that your children abide by them.
Coats should be plain navy blue, black or dark grey.   They can be in the style of a raincoat, overcoat, waxed jacket or zipped anorak.   All coats must be thigh-length so that they comfortably cover the school blazer, without the blazer being folded up or tucked up under the coat.   They must be plain in style with no trimming, and there should be an opening from collar to hem which closes either with buttons or with a zip fastener.  NB The current School Shop sale includes exemplary overcoats at a special half price offer of  £49.

Scarves must be in school colours for pupils below the Sixth Form.   Sixth-formers may alternatively wear a plain black or plain navy blue scarf, and sixth-form girls may wear a plain cream scarf.

Hats may be worn if it is cold enough for snow (consult a meteorologist if in doubt!); they must be sober in style, and black, dark blue or dark grey in colour.   They may not be worn indoors.

Confirmation Classes

Classes begin in January and the Confirmation Service will take place in June 2009 in the School Chapel.  These confirmation classes are open to all boys and girls, but there will be separate groups according to the ages of the pupils concerned.  Classes will generally happen during school hours and will be weekly during the Lent Term.  Please contact the Chaplain: ntivey@norwich-school.org.uk, telephone 01603 728450, if you want to find out more or if your son or daughter would like to sign up for the course.

Bus Travel 

We have been advised by the Travel Plan Officer at Norfolk County Council that there is currently a 5% discount available on annual bus tickets from First Bus for all Norwich schools.

Saturday Fixtures (Senior School)
If your son/daughter is unable to attend a Saturday fixture at the last minute, for reasons of illness or unexpected circumstances, please ring the School Secretary’s number as early as possible  – 01603 728441 – and leave a message.  The messages are checked throughout Saturday morning, and all messages will be passed on to the relevant member of staff.
Lunch Cards (Senior School)
A large number of lunch-cards have regretfully been lost this term.  It is the responsibility of each pupil to keep their lunch-card safe and to have it with them at school.  In order to focus the pupils’ minds, from the beginning of next term, anyone who loses their lunch-card will need to bring £1 in cash to the School Office for a replacement card; the money will go to charity.

Sixth Form

This is a reminder to parents with sons in Upper 5 who wish to be members of our Sixth Form.  A minimum of six B grades at GCSE is required in order to enter the Lower Sixth in September 2009.  Naturally, our hope is that candidates will perform more strongly than that – particularly in their chosen sixth form subjects.

In addition, pupils need to have demonstrated appropriate attitude and effort and be judged to have the potential to be successful and constructive members of the Sixth Form.  Any concerns that the School may have will be indicated to individuals prior to the Easter vacation.

Dates for the Future

Members of U5 are reminded that they should be in School on the first morning of next term when the GCSE Mock examinations commence.  Attendance at games is expected as normal throughout that examination period.

The Senior School Speech Day and Prizegiving will take a different form in 2009.  It will be in the Cathedral on the afternoon of Saturday, 20th June, following our summer Open Morning.  Admission to the Cathedral in the afternoon will be by ticket only and there will be an opportunity to apply at the beginning of the Trinity Term.  Priority will be given to parents of leavers and prizewinners.
The Lower School Sports and Speech Day will be on Saturday 27th June 2009.

There will be no school on Wednesday 1st July 2009 so that pupils may attend the Royal Norfolk Show.

I wish you all a happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year.

Yours sincerely

J B Hawkins

Head Master

