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Appointment of Teacher of Biology
Required for September 2010: a well-qualified graduate to teach Biology.  
The School

Norwich School is a co-educational, independent day school for pupils aged seven to eighteen.  There are currently 940 pupils, growing to approximately 1000 in September 2010.  The Head Master is a member of HMC; the Master of the Lower School is a member of IAPS.

Set in the Cathedral Close, Norwich School has a distinctive and historic environment.

Further information about the School, including the current prospectus, can be viewed at:

www.norwich-school.org.uk
Ethos

Learning and scholarship are at the heart of the broad education that Norwich School provides.  Christian values - notably love and compassion for one another - underpin our activities and relationships.

Aims

Norwich School is committed to:

• producing scholarly, reflective young people who are capable of handling difficult concepts and expressing profound thought;

• providing a rich, varied and broad education that develops the diverse talents of the boys and girls;

• equipping pupils for leadership and service.

Academic Results

Norwich School has a strong record in public examinations and a high success rate in terms of entrance to the best universities.  In the summer of 2009, 66% of A levels were at A grade and 89% at A or B.  Most pupils go on to the leading universities, including approximately 16 per year to Oxbridge.

A more detailed analysis of public examination results can be seen on the website.

Expectations of the Teaching Staff

There is an able and energetic team of teachers at Norwich School.  All members of the teaching staff are expected to: deliver excellent academic teaching in the classroom; show commitment in their work as tutors in the pastoral system; play a full part in the extra-curricular and games programme; and attend School assemblies and services in the Cathedral.

Career Development

Norwich School provides statutory induction for NQTs and participates in the GTTP.

Being ever mindful of the need for good teachers to maintain enthusiasm for their subjects and to retain their love of scholarship, the School seeks to encourage this through an imaginative scheme of reading weeks and mini-sabbaticals.  These initiatives are available to all members of the Common Room, regardless of age or experience.

Norwich – A Fine City

Norwich is a lively and exciting city.  Applicants unfamiliar with the region may not be aware of the wonderful cultural and social opportunities here, the delightful Norfolk countryside that surrounds the city, or the fact that London is only 1 hour and 50 minutes away by rail.  Property prices are relatively affordable.

The Selection Process

A hand-written letter of application, a completed application form and curriculum vitae should be received by the Head Master by Wednesday 5th May 2010.

The short-listed candidates will be invited to attend an interview shortly thereafter.  This will include teaching a lesson.

Teacher of Biology and Science
The Person
The successful applicant will
· be a first-rate biology teacher;

· be a dynamic and energetic person;

· command respect from pupils;
· have excellent inter-personal skills;

· be efficient;

· have stamina and resilience;

· have a good degree in a Biological Science;
· be experienced at teaching Biology at A Level;
· have an ability to teach junior science;
· be willing to contribute to activities in the Science Department outside the curriculum;
· have a flexible approach. 

· be in tune with the ethos and mission of Norwich School.
The Role

This will involve

· pastoral care and extra-curricular activities;

· attendance of daily assemblies and services;

· teaching across the Senior School age range;

· contributing to schemes of work within the Biology department;

· preparing and delivering challenging and stimulating lessons with due regard to safety issues and different learning styles;

· setting high standards and encouraging all pupils to achieve their full potential;
· teaching practical work as an intrinsic part of lessons;

· regular setting and marking of homework;

· supervision and marking of AS and A2 coursework;

· attendance at departmental meetings and playing an active role in departmental discussion and  development.
Please contact Dr Jane Hopper, Head of Biology for further information.

Telephone: 01603 728430

e-mail: jhopper@norwich-school.org.uk

BIOLOGY DEPARTMENT
Syllabus Information
KS3:  The KS3 Science course focuses strongly on developing skills and independent learning while ensuring that all pupils have a sound, core knowledge of important science principles.  In years 7 and 8 Science is taught in a skills based coordinated programme.  One teacher delivers all aspects of the course to each group.  

KS4:  All pupils are prepared for the higher tier paper for the Edexcel IGCSE Double Award.  This begins in year 9 when pupils have one double lesson each week then in year 10 and 11 they have one double and one single lesson per week (105 minutes).  A setting system operates and where appropriate, teaching extends well beyond the confines of the specification. In 2011 some pupils will be prepared for the IGCSE Triple Award Science examinations.

KS5:   Biology is a very popular subject at A level, there are currently over 100 pupils in the sixth form.  We follow the AQA Biology specification. 

The course is taught using a variety of techniques designed to promote and encourage learning through discovery. Practical investigation forms a major part of the course.

A2 teaching begins immediately following the AS examination preparing pupils for the residential field course. This takes place during the summer holidays shortly after publication of the AS results in August.

A number of A level pupils each year are prepared for Oxbridge entry.

Results

GCSE: 73% of pupils gained A / A* grades in IGCSE Double Award Science in 2009.

A2:  70% of pupils gained A grades in 2009 with 96% A and B grades and 100% pass rate.

Accommodation and Resources

There are four modern well-equipped teaching laboratories and a large prep room in the recently converted Horsefair House. 

The Department is extremely well resourced, both in terms of equipment and books and class sets of laptops.  All labs are networked with interactive whiteboards and digital projectors and all laboratories are well equipped with audiovisual facilities.  
Biology Department Staff

The successful applicant for the post will join a team of four highly qualified and experienced Biology teachers and two technicians who provide excellent support. He/she will be responsible to the Head of Biology and the Head of Science.
J C Hopper, April 2010
