December 2009
Dear Parents
Inspection

Both the Lower and Senior Schools are likely to be inspected by the Independent Schools’ Inspectorate during 2010.  This inspection will be part of the ‘third cycle’ of independent schools’ inspections and will pay close attention to the School’s policies and regulations.  There will be only a few days notice given prior to the inspection and so I will be unable to give you a date until very close to the time.  As with previous inspections, there will be an opportunity for parents to give feedback and to register their views – online through the ISI website.  We will email all parents with further details when appropriate.  In the meantime, I would encourage parents to become familiar with information contained on our website www.norwich-school.org.uk which outlines policies and other information that is available for immediate download and those documents that can be obtained by contacting the school.  In particular, could I remind you that the Child Protection Officer at Norwich School is the Senior Master, Mr Peter Goddard.

Confirmation Classes
These will begin in March, towards the end of the Lent Term, and the Confirmation Service for candidates and their families will take place in June.  The confirmation classes are open to all boys and girls, and there will be separate groups according to the ages of the pupils.  Please contact the Chaplain, The Rev’d Nic Tivey on 01603 728450 or ntivey@norwich-school.org.uk if you want to find out more or if your child would like to sign up for the course. 

School Uniform
I ought to remind parents that all pupils will be expected to comply with the full uniform regulations list from September 2010.  This will include the need for all boys and girls to wear one of the official winter coats – available via the School Shop.  From 26th December until 29th January 2010, all uniform and sportswear on the Schoolblazer website will be reduced by 20%.  Orders should be made in the usual way and the discount will be applied at checkout.  This offer is only available while current stocks last.  If the garment size is not showing on the website, it is out of stock and therefore unavailable during the sale period.  Please do place your orders early to take advantage of the sale.

Sixth Form

This is a reminder to parents with sons in Upper 5 who wish to be members of our Sixth Form.  A minimum of six B grades at GCSE, with A grades in their chosen sixth form subjects, is required in order to enter the Lower Sixth in September 2010.  In addition, pupils need to have demonstrated appropriate attitude and effort and be judged to have the potential to be successful and constructive members of the Sixth Form.  Any concerns that the School may have will be indicated to individuals prior to the Easter vacation.
Dates for the Future

Members of U5 are reminded that they should be in School (from 8:30 am) on the first morning of next term when the GCSE Mock examinations commence.  Attendance at games is expected as normal throughout that examination period.

The Senior School Speech Day and Prizegiving will be in the Cathedral on the afternoon of Saturday, 26th June, following our summer Open Morning.  Admission to the Cathedral in the afternoon will be by ticket only and there will be an opportunity to apply at the beginning of the Trinity Term.  Priority will be given to parents of leavers and prizewinners.
The Lower School Sports and Speech Day will be on Saturday 3rd July 2010.

There will be no school on Wednesday 30th June 2010 in order that pupils may attend the Royal Norfolk Show.

Vetting of Host Families

As has been widely publicised in the media, the Secretary of State for Education has now instructed schools that host families for exchanges and trips no longer need to be vetted via the formal CRB process.  That is good news and a triumph of common sense over bureaucracy.  In efforts to do the right thing, however, the School had already undertaken various CRB checks with a number of Norwich School families.  We sincerely regret the inconvenience that this has caused you and are very grateful indeed for your patience as we attempt to negotiate the complex regulatory framework that now affects all schools.  

Jazz Nite 2010

This popular fundraising event, organised by Coke House, will take place on Saturday 13th March 2010.  Further details and information on how to apply for tickets will be sent out in February.
PTA Fund Raising

As in many previous years, the PTA has done a tremendous job in raising funds to assist the School in providing some excellent opportunities for the pupils.  It may interest parents to know that around £14,000 has recently gone towards school activity – all as a result of last year’s PTA events and fund raising.  Among the initiatives funded have been equipment for art, design and textiles; costumes for the Classics Department; a donation towards a rescue boat for the 8th Norwich Sea Scout Group; lighting in the Blake Studio; climbing equipment for the Alps Expedition; tents for the Duke of Edinburgh Award; equipment for a new lacrosse club and a number of curricular and extra-curricular initiatives in the Lower School.  On behalf of all of the teachers I wish to put on record my sincere thanks for all the good work of the PTA Committee and the many parent contributors.
I wish you all a happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year.

Yours sincerely

J B Hawkins

Head Master

