March 2009
Dear Parents
Trinity Term Open Morning

For the whole School, from Lower 1 to the Upper Sixth, our summer Open Morning will take place on Saturday 20th June between 10 am and 12 noon.  All parents will be very welcome to join us on that occasion, to sample school activities and to see the pupils and teachers around the school.  It would be an ideal opportunity to bring friends who are interested in the school but not yet directly linked to us.  
Following the Open Morning itself, families may linger in The Close – there will be opportunities to buy lunch or to bring your own picnics and, weather permitting, to watch a cricket match in the Lower Close throughout the afternoon.

Senior School Speech Day
On the same day as the Open Morning (20th June) the Senior School Speech Day will take place in the Cathedral, starting at 2pm.  Admission to that part of the day’s events will be by ticket only and details of the booking process will be released in the first part of next term.
This is the first time that Speech Day will be held in this wonderful location and it should be a memorable day.  
Senior School Sports Day

As a result of our moving the Senior School Speech Day to a Saturday, the Senior School Sports will now move to the penultimate day of the term, Thursday 2nd July.  Events will begin at 11am and will continue throughout the day, ending in the early evening.

Leavers’ Service for U6 and parents

All members of this year’s Upper Sixth and their families will be welcome to attend a new form of Leavers’ Service – to be held in the Cathedral at 7pm on Sunday 28th June.  This annual occasion has outgrown our Chapel and we should have plenty of room in the Cathedral nave to accommodate as many people as would like to come.  The Chaplain will publicise this throughout the Upper Sixth year group closer to the time.
Study Leave for Senior School Pupils

Boys and girls who will be on study leave during the forthcoming examination period should be aware that there may be sporting and other school commitments that should be honoured even though they are not attending usual lessons.

The Royal Norfolk Show
Following last summer’s successful initiative, there will again be a Norwich School marquee at the Norfolk Show.  Throughout the two days of the show (1st and 2nd July) there will be staff and pupils present to welcome visitors, provide information about the school and serve refreshments.  All Norwich School families will be very welcome to drop in, so please do come and see us.  Wednesday 1st July will be a holiday for all Norwich School pupils so that families are able to attend the Show.

PTA Summer Ball

The Norwich School PTA will be holding a May Ball on Saturday 9th May to raise funds for important school projects.  The PTA committee hopes that as many parents (and friends) as possible will be able to attend.  The event is to be held in a marquee on the Lower School playing fields.  The ticket price of £60 includes a drinks reception, a three-course dinner and dancing to the KJB Band.  Application forms for tickets are available from the School website or from the Lower School office (01603 305791).

ContactPoint

Parents may have seen news coverage of proposals for a national children’s database, ContactPoint.  There has been wide-spread concern about these plans, particularly given the sensitivities surrounding data on children and the track record of government departments in shielding and protecting the information. 
Norwich School is carefully following the legal advice being provided by the Independent Schools’ Council (ISC).  The ISC is taking a healthily sceptical view of the exercise and is providing us with regular updates.  This last week, we understand that the ContactPoint project has been halted because of various concerns, both in principle and practice.  The ISC and HMC welcome the delay and continue to lobby government about the disadvantages of such a system.
Norwich School is not acting on this issue currently, but if we are forced to do so in the near future, I would write to all parents with a clear statement of the way forward and to outline any opportunities to shield data for individual cases.
Please do not hesitate to communicate with me if you have any immediate concerns.

Head Master’s Presentations to Parents
These annual gatherings provide opportunities for parents to have an update on School developments.  Meetings will begin with a presentation followed by an opportunity to ask questions – both formally, following my talk, and informally over a glass of wine afterwards.  You may wish to note the following dates in your diary:
· Monday 11th May 6.00 pm in the School Refectory

· Thursday 14th May 6.00 pm in the School Refectory
Please note that Lower & Senior School parents will be welcome to attend on either occasion; the content of each presentation will be identical.  Nearer to the time, you will be sent a letter via your son or daughter and will be asked to inform us if you wish to attend and on which occasion.

Autumn Open Morning

Please note that our Open Morning in the Michaelmas Term will take place on:
Saturday, 26th September 2009
This will be publicised widely nearer the time, but I should be most grateful if you would pass on this information to friends – particularly those who may be interested in admissions for September 2010.
Notice

It is assumed that pupils in the Upper Sixth will leave the School at the end of the academic year and no formal notice is required.  Parents of pupils in all other year groups are expected to give a full term’s notice.  This relates particularly to any who are contemplating leaving at the end of Upper 5.

I hope you have a pleasant and joyful Easter.
Yours sincerely

J B Hawkins

Head Master
