Ethos & Aims - Explanatory Notes

Ethos
The School’s character and spirit as manifested in its beliefs, aspirations and activities.

Scholarship
Academic study or achievement; learning of a high level. Good scholarship necessitates research, reading and independent study.

Examination Results
These are important, but we deliberately make no explicit mention of them in the School’s ethos and aims. Our belief is that when a school focuses on true scholarship and learning for its own sake then the results follow.

Christian Values
Norwich School has always been based in and around the Close, educates the Cathedral choristers and has a long church orientated history. Its tradition and the fact that the Senior School meets daily in the Cathedral church make it unsurprising that the School has a firm Christian basis. Our motivation for holding to Christian values goes much further, however, than simple precedent and tradition. We find that they provide an excellent, challenging, tried and tested framework for school life, which is relevant to all pupils whatever their own personal faith or background.

A detailed explanation of Christian values in schools can be found at www.christianvalues4schools.org.uk (a Church of England website).

Philosophy
Norwich School teaches philosophy in various forms throughout the 7-18 age range. Discoursing with peers and teachers, formulating questions about weighty topics and engaging in debate - these things help the pupils’ intellectual development.  Our aim to produce young people ‘who are capable of handling difficult concepts and expressing profound thought’ is greatly aided by philosophical teaching and learning, which permeates many areas of the curriculum.  

Breadth
Sport, music, drama, debating, Duke of Edinburgh Award, Sea Scouts, societies, trips and visits - these activities provide experiences that are a vital part of the learning process. Teamwork capability, leadership, confidence, problem-solving, reliability and many other life qualities are picked up via these sorts of pursuits. We know that breadth of education is a distinctive feature of Norwich School - something that we intend to maintain.

Leadership & Service
Leadership in society is about much more than formal roles and careers. We believe that all gifted and educationally privileged people have a duty to invest their talents well, to be of positive influence on others and to show moral courage when called upon. Some will do this quietly and unobtrusively: others, through conventional careers and formal responsibilities.

One of our very practical tasks, in support of this aim, is to prepare our pupils for the top universities and colleges. We do this in the belief that that sort of Higher Education tends to suit our young people and to increase their career and leadership opportunities.  In line with the Gospel model of leadership, we believe that the best leaders are committed servants of others. Leadership and service go together, therefore, and we aim to reinforce that message in word and action while the boys and girls are at school.
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