July 2010
Dear Parents

It seems that every academic year brings an even greater number of wonderful achievements and experiences.  It was a great pleasure at our recent Speech Day to report on the astonishing breadth of our boys’ and girls’ accomplishments.  I am very grateful indeed to all Norwich School parents for their continuing support and encouragement.  We could not achieve so many things without there being an effective partnership between home and school.

As we reflect on a year’s work well done I would be grateful for your attention to a few important matters as we look ahead to 2010/11.

My Successor

The Council of Management began the selection process to find my successor during the past term.  At this point, no appointment has been made and the governors wish to continue that process into the Michaelmas term.  There will be further announcements made in due course.

E-mail Communication

This is the last end of term letter which will be sent out in paper form.  We are also sending this to all parents via the school’s e-mail service and will use that medium for most routine communication in future.  Once again, may I urge all parents who have not yet registered to do that as soon as possible.  Anyone experiencing problems with the logging on process should please contact our I.T. support manager, Julie Goodswen, by e-mail at jgoodswen@norwich-school.org.uk or by phone on 01603 728454 for assistance.

School Uniform

As has been widely publicised over the past two years, September 2010 will mark the tightening up of regulations on school uniform.  For example, any coats worn at school must be the official Schoolblazer garments; there are also stricter rules about sports kit.
For full details of the uniform regulations which will apply from the beginning of next term, please look at the School website, Admissions section, and follow the link to the School Uniform Shop.  On that web page, you will be able to download and view a copy of the full uniform booklet.  I am very grateful for your attention to those important details so that we can maintain smart appearance and present the right image of Norwich School in our work and sporting activity.

There are two matters relating to smart appearance on which I would value particular attention from parents.  For girls, there is a need to have hair smartly tied or clipped back off the face at all times.  We are rather running counter to contemporary fashion in this regard, but it is a school regulation nevertheless.  For boys, the main challenge is keeping their shirts tucked in!  The trend to wear trousers below the hip makes this a particular issue at present.  If your son needs a belt to keep his trousers high enough on his body then please purchase one (black).  We will obviously do our best at school to maintain standards in these and other areas relating to appearance and uniform.

Pupil E-mail Accounts

I should be most grateful if you would remind your son or daughter to check their school e-mail account regularly and, very importantly, to ensure that they have enough space in their mail boxes to receive new communication.  They need to archive or delete the contents at intervals.

Public Examination Results

There follows a final reminder about our arrangements.

A Level results will be available from 11.00 am on Thursday 19th August.  The Advice Team will be available on that day and also on Friday 20th August.

Those members of the Lower Sixth who are expecting AS results on 19th August are asked to come to the School at 2.00 pm.

GCSE/IGCSE  results will be available from 11.00 am on Tuesday 24th August.  Members of staff will be present on that day and also Wednesday 25th August to discuss matters emerging from the results.

On each of these occasions, pupils should congregate in the playground on arrival.

External Examinations January 2011

Public examinations commence on the 10th January 2011, the day before the start of term.  Examinations that are timetabled to take place on the 10th January include GCSE English Language and some retake GCE papers. Please note that external exams cannot be rescheduled.  Pupils sitting exams on Monday 10th January will need to wear full school uniform.

For further information and details please contact Mrs Judy Powell,  Examinations Officer.

Business Opportunity for Sixth Form

A networking group of local businesses has recently arranged for members of the sixth form to be invited to attend their weekly breakfast meetings.  The meetings are held in the Cathedral Refectory, and local businesses from architects and accountants to graphic designers and property management companies are represented. At a recent breakfast meeting, John Venier L6P was able to tell the group about his involvement in the Forum Exhibition and his Royal Academy Award. Crucially, John was able to discuss his future plans and subsequently received a kind offer of a week's work experience in a local architects' office. This proved to be a very productive and enjoyable exchange.
The group meets on Thursday mornings at 7.15 am in the Cathedral Refectory. Any member of the U5 or L6 wishing to attend a future meeting should contact the Head of Sixth Form, Mr Craig Hooper, for details.
Girls’ Fixtures
Girls’ league fixtures involving state schools are not decided until after our calendar goes to print.  Please, therefore, check the school website for up-to-date league information during next term.
Driving to School

I should remind parents that all pupils need permission from the Principal Deputy Head before they can drive to and from school.  When pupils have passed their driving test, they may apply for the Principal Deputy Head’s permission through the School Office.  The process involves parents signing a form to show their acceptance of the arrangements.  A similar process must be followed before pupils can drive other pupils to school or be driven to school by another pupil.
I wish you and your family a pleasant and restful summer break.

Yours sincerely

J B Hawkins

Head Master

