
10 September 2010
Choral Singing at Norwich School

Dear Parent/Guardian

I am writing with details of choral singing opportunities this year. Choral singing has long been a major component of the school’s musical life, and I am extremely keen to build on this tradition.  There are some structural changes this year, explained below, which are intended to provide an appropriate and exciting range of opportunities for Norwich School singers.

Upper Voice Choir 		Mondays 4.15-5.00pm in the Chapel (no audition)

First rehearsal - Monday 4 October
This group is for treble, soprano and alto voices only. Boys and girls will learn to sing in up to three parts and the emphasis will be on the lighter side of the choral repertoire. This term we will sing music by Snow Patrol, Take That and Bob Chilcott. It is my hope that the ensemble will take part in the Senior School carol service. This group is especially suitable for the lower years, but senior girls are also very welcome to take part. 

Choral Society 		Wednesdays 4.15-5.15pm in the Chapel (no audition) 

First rehearsal – Wednesday 29 September
Norwich School’s choral society was founded over a quarter of a century ago. Pupils and adults (who rehearse separately) combine to form a choir of over two hundred voices. Each spring, accompanied by the Gateway Players, they perform large scale choral works in St Andrew’s Hall in the city. This year’s works include Haydn’s beautiful Missa Sancti Nicolai and John Rutter’s haunting Requiem. The choral society (pupils only) also takes part in the Senior School carol service. This is a fantastic opportunity for singers of all ages and abilities – even those who are shy about their voices – to learn to sing the great works of the choral canon and experience the joys of performing in public. 

Chapel Choir (newly formed) Wednesdays 1.05 – 1.35 & Fri.4.15 – 5.15pm in the Chapel (entry by audition)

Friday rehearsals only until Wednesday 29 September (thereafter Wednesday and Friday)

Chapel Choir, which occupies the combined rehearsal times of last year’s Gateway Singers and Chapel Choir, is intended for more experienced musicians. The group will sing for all of the school’s major services (including the Senior School carol service and occasional Sunday services). Selected members will also perform at events outside school, including the annual Dyers’ service in London. The group will have opportunities to perform a variety of challenging works from the sacred and secular repertoire.

Pupils are invited to audition either individually or in small groups after the house music competition. Auditions will take just a few minutes; details will be posted in the music school. Pupils will be asked to sing a few phrases to establish their voice type and potential. Pupils may, if they wish, prepare a short song to perform, but this is not obligatory. Though it would be an advantage, pupils do not necessarily need to have taken voice lessons or had previous choral experience; what is required is a quick ear, vocal potential, willingness to learn and a wholehearted commitment to the ensemble. This group is especially aimed at pupils from L5 – U6.

Pupils are welcome to sing in more than one of these groups. I realise the new structure may have caused some confusion for those singers who were involved last year as well as for those just arrived. This letter is only being sent to those who have specifically expressed an interest in singing – do spread the word for others to come and join us. As with any changes in school life it may take a little while before the new arrangements run smoothly. If you would like more details please contact the Music Co-ordinator, Mrs Sally Wortley on 01603 728475. I am convinced that with all the exciting opportunities open to us, choral singing at Norwich school will continue to grow and inspire new generations of pupils. 

Yours sincerely


Richard Allain
Director of Music

Please indicate which choir(s) you would like to join by responding as soon as possible via the department email swortley@norwich-school.org.uk . Thereafter, most communication regarding rehearsals will be relayed using the school email addresses which pupils will be expected to check regularly! 

My son/daughter would like to join and audition for the new Chapel Choir 	Yes/No
My son/daughter would like to join the Choral Society				Yes/No
My son/daughter would like to join the Upper Voice Choir 				Yes/No

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Important dates to note carefully

Senior Carol Service

In addition to weekly rehearsals:

Wednesday 8th December       2.10 – 4.00 pm
No Rehearsal after school that day.

Saturday 11 December	10.00 am – 12.00 pm

Sunday 12 December	4.00 – 5.30 pm - starting in the Chapel (followed by a cooked tea)
7 pm - c 8.15 pm - Service in Cathedral


Choral Society Concert  (Choral Society choir)

In addition to weekly rehearsals:

Wednesday 17 February 	Joint Rehearsal with the Adult Choral Society in the United Reformed Church 
                                       	5.45-6.45 pm - rehearsal (no rehearsal 4.10 pm - cooked tea in Refectory 

Saturday 5 March		10 - 11. 45 am rehearsal arrive 9.30 - St Andrew’s Hall for seating

Tuesday 8 March		7 - 9.30 pm - final rehearsal (with orchestra).  No rehearsal at 4.10 pm.  
  	4.30 pm - cooked tea in Refectory for those requesting it.
   	6.40 pm - arrive St Andrew’s Hall 

Wednesday 9 March		7.30 – c 9.15 pm Concert

NB Choral Society rehearsals will restart in September – no rehearsals in the Trinity Term


Chapel Choir dates

Sunday 3 October		Morning Service at Burnham Thorpe 

Wednesday 13 October	Dyers’ Service London (small selected choir) 

Saturday 27 November	ON Service 6.30 pm  

All school services when required. 
